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and had remained in it for eight days. Four days before
lie was found, the husband had been seen alive at the door.
On the eighth day the prisoner called one of her sons, and
the body of the husband was found in an advanced stago
of decomposition,, whilst the prisoner was still in the room.
The medical witness, who first saw the body, was led to
believe that it had been dead at least four to five days.
There were no special marks on the body of injuries
except certain discolourations, and internally the heart was
empty, and so were the vessels of the brain. The body
was found on its face. During the time they had been
together in the room, a largo amount of spirits had been
consumed. The prisoner made two statements : first, that
she slept in the bed on Thursday and Friday, and that
deceased died on Friday. She subsequently stated that he
died on Saturday, the day when the body was discovered.
Two medical witnesses said, deceased must have been dead
four to five days; two declined to give an opinion; and one
said that such changes might take place in from twenty-eight
to thirty hours. (The month was July, and the room itself
was very close.) On the one hand, it was argued that the
deceased had died from strangulation, judging from some
black marks on the neck, and the protrusion of one eye and
of the tongue; and, on the other, it was argued that these
marks were natural; that deceased may have smothered
himself whilst in a state of intoxication, by turning his mouth
and face on the pillow, or that he might have died in a fit.
The discolouration of the face, the protrusion of the eye and
tongue, and the discharge of foeces might be accounted for
by his dying in a convulsive struggle, or the symptoms of
the eye and tongue might be simply due to advanced de-
composition (of which there are numerous recorded cases).
The emptiness of the heart, which was adverse to the
theory of strangulation (asphyxia) was referred to the
mechanical effect of gaseous putrefaction on the organ.
The emptiness of the brain was unexplained. No motive
was assigned for the murder, and the principal point against
the prisoner was that she must have been in the room at